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…focused on the conservation of 
Manatee County’s environmental 

heritage to benefit todays and 
future generations.



2020 Conservation and Parks Projects 
Referendum
▪ Grass roots effort involving multiple organizations 

▪ “To finance the acquisition, improvement, and management of land to protect 
drinking water sources and water quality, preserve fish and wildlife habitat, prevent 
stormwater runoff pollution, and provide parks…”

▪ Supported by 72% of Manatee County voters



Implementation of 2020 Conservation 
and Parks Projects Referendum
▪ Environmental Lands Management & Acquisition (ELMAC) Ordinance 

▪ Provides for process, criteria and a committee

▪ Advise the Board of County Commissioners on environmental land acquisition, 
management, and recreational use of conservation lands

▪ Ensure public participation in decisions made 



Candidate Property Communications

▪ Transparency, accountability, oversight

▪ Reporting to ELMAC, BCC, Stakeholders

▪ Public outreach & community input



Natural Resource Value Criteria
▪ ELMAC (2003)

▪ Ecological Quality of species or habitat

▪ Rarity of Species or Habitat

▪ Connectivity

▪ Importance to Water Resources

❖REFERENDUM LANGUAGE (2020)
▪ Drinking Water Protection

▪ Water Quality Protection

▪ Prevent Stormwater Runoff Pollution

▪ Preservation of Fish Habitat

▪ Preservation of Wildlife Habitat

▪ Provision of Parks



Additional Considerations

▪ Optimal Boundary Considerations

▪ Community need for park

▪ Public use benefits

▪ Partnerships 

▪ Grant funding 

▪ Owner discount 

▪ Conservation Easements
▪ Agricultural



Dashboard Reporting



Dashboard Reporting



Dashboard Reporting - Filter
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Dashboard Reporting



Accountability and Oversight Measures

▪ Annual Report
▪ Performance measures 

▪ Acreage of habitats acquired (fee simple and easements)
▪ Acres of habitat meeting referendum goals (water quality, habitat, stormwater, parks)
▪ Selection criteria rating for parcels acquired

▪ Financial Reporting 
▪ Expenditures for acquisition, improvement and management of land, indebtedness
▪ Millage Fund Balances/funds made available by County
▪ Funds provide by other organizations
▪ Expenditures unrelated to Referendum purpose

▪ County Web Page Periodic Updates
▪ Include news, dashboard indicators


