2025 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

The Coastal & Heartland National Estuary Partnership (CHNEP), which includes 10
counties and 27 cities in Central and Southwest Florida, as well as state and federal
governmental agencies, have the following collective federal legislative priorities for
2025. The CHNEP is part of the National Estuary Program (NEP) authorized by
Congress, which fosters natural resource management that is consensus-based, non-
regulatory, and based on sound science.

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM

» Reauthorization of the Clean Water Act — Section 320 in 2026 (with funding
levels of at least S50 million for each fiscal year 2027-2031 for the National
Estuary Program).

CONTINUED NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM AND COMPETITIVE GRANT FUNDING
UNDER CURRENT AUTHORIZATION

» Appropriate S1 million annually for each of the 28 entities in the National
Estuary Program, consistent with current authorized funding levels.

» Appropriate at least $2.5 million annually for the EPA Coastal Watershed
Grants programs.

ESTUARY CAUCUS MEMBERSHIP EXPANSION

» Support expansion of the bi-partisan Congressional Estuary Caucus to
support water quality protection and vibrant coastal economies (more info.
at https://posey.house.gov/estuaries/).

EVERGLADES RESTORATION

» Support full funding of Everglades Restoration for additional storage
needed to eliminate harmfully high discharges to the Caloosahatchee River
& Estuary.

ADDITIONAL FEDERAL FUNDING

» Support supplemental funding for priority restoration, research, and
monitoring needs of the four Florida National Estuary Program entities
(including for harmful algal bloom research and monitoring, water
infrastructure improvements and new technology R&D, transformational
infrastructure improvement projects that benefit water quality, habitat
restoration and coastal resilience, etc.)

» USFWS Everglades to Gulf Coast Conservation Area implementation.

Uniting Central and Southwest Florida to protect water and wildlife.
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