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• Endangered (ESA), Critically Endangered (IUCN)

• Historical U.S. range from Texas to North Carolina

• Currently found primarily in south Florida  

1992: Protected in Florida

1995: Gill net ban

2003: U.S. Endangered Species Act

2009: NMFS Recovery Plan 

Smalltooth Sawfish 
(Pristis pectinata)
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Smalltooth Sawfish (Pristis pectinata)

• Rostrum typically with 22-30 
teeth on each side

• Feeding and defense

• Susceptible to entanglement
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Historical marine debris issues

• Jan. 1999 – Nov. 2005

• 3,289 encounter reports

• 50 reported entangled, 
injured or dead (1.5%)
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Other Anthropogenic Effects

Injured rostrum and rostrum-less fish 
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Current marine debris issues
• Jan. 2017- Dec. 2021

• 2,857 encounter reports

• 176 reported entangled, injured or dead (6.2%)
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Miscellaneous debris
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Ball bungee with piece of tarp
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Sawfish and ball bungee

• Boat lift canopies

• At least 20 entangled sawfish have been 
captured or reported to the hotline
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Bungee cord mortality 
• The first one that we 

know died with a ball 
bungee around gills

• 1995 mm STL female

• Very fresh

• Gill function impaired 
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Ball bungees continued…
• FWC caught 3 sawfish in 2021 with distinct 

notches from bungees (including one with 
bungee still on head)

• Ongoing problem in Cape Coral and Fort Myers

• Hook and line gear: n = 82

• Ball Bungees: n = 20
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Solutions

• Precautions to take with boat lift 
canopy
• Hurricane events
• Cut loops of ball bungees

• Cape Coral newsletter

• Future outreach and awareness

• Not a localized issue

• Remove fishing gear before release

• No abandoned fishing gear

• Dispose of garbage appropriately 
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Call: 1-844-4SAWFISH

Email: Sawfish@MyFWC.com

www.SawfishRecovery.org

Share information about your encounters! 
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