
The Coastal & Heartland National Estuary Partnership (CHNEP) is part of the US EPA
National Estuary Program and is comprised of local, state, and federal governmental
entities, non-profits, private sector entities and the public. Its mission is to unite Central
and Southwest Florida to protect water and wildlife. The CHNEP is non-regulatory,
science-based, and citizen-supported, and its work is supported by a professional team
who works to pair funding opportunities and resources with the communities and
partners in the CHNEP’s 10-county service area. 

Funding Opportunities

Coastal Partnership Initiative (CPI) Grant Program
Funding to improve resilient communities, public access, working waterfronts, and coastal stewardship.
Funding project between $10,000-$30,000 or $10,000-$60,000 depending on project type.
https://floridadep.gov/rcp/fcmp/content/coastal-partnership-initiative
Applications due October 31, 2026

Damage Assessment, Remediation and Restoration Program (DARRP) Restoration
Implementation Grants
Funding for non-governmental organizations to implement marine and coastal habitat restoration and
conservation related to oil spills and other hazardous substance releases.
Funding projects between $2,500,000-100,000,000.
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/363758
Applications due November 18, 2026

National Fish Passage Program (NFPP)
Funding to remove instream barriers and restore aquatic connectivity.
Funding up to $1,000,000.
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/363699 
Applications due April 30, 2027

Gulf Partnership for Land Conservation Project Assistance Fund
Funding to support land conservation projects within states that border the Gulf. 
Funding projects up to $50,000.
https://gulfpartnership.org/project-assistance-fund-1
Applications accepted on a rolling basis
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Funding Opportunities Continued...

C-HAWQ Blue-Green Accelerator
Funding technical assistance for municipalities to move stalled water quality and coastal habitat projects
by covering water sampling, feasibility studies, engineering-grade modeling, etc.
Funding projects up to $200,000.
https://www.chawq.org/water-quality-grant
Applications accepted on a rolling basis

Coastal Conservation Association (CCA) Florida One Million Dollar Habitat Pledge
Funding 20 coastal habitat focused projects a year.
All projects receive $50,000. 
https://ccaflorida.org/one-million-dollar-habitat-pledge/
Applications accepted on a rolling basis

Gulf of America Alliance (GOAA) Gulf Star Program
Funding for projects that support healthy beaches, clean waters, and productive ecosystems.
https://gulfofamericaalliance.org/gulf-star/
Applications accepted on a rolling basis

Clean Oceans Innovation Hub
Funding for projects that protect coasts and ocean waters from debris and educate the next generation
on clean water stewarding.
Funding projects up to $30,000.
https://marinedebrisfoundation.org/clean-oceans-innovation-hub/
Applications accepted on a rolling basis
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