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PURPOSE

This presentation will provide background and updates on
the Florida Wildlife Corridor state environmental lands
conservation efforts, including what local governments can
do to help support this being a continued tool and option
for landowners in order to protect wetlands, floodplains,
and other exceptional natural resources.

CCMP Connection: -

This relates to Fish, Wildlife, and Habitat Protection Priority
Action 2: Encourage and support the permanent conservation
of environmentally sensitive lands and critical habitat areas
through land acquisition and conservation easements held in
perpetuity for habitat resilience and migration.

Uniting Central and Southwest Florida to Protect Water and Wildlife
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Where are we?

The Florida Wildlife Corridor &
Conservation Progress
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Florida Wildlife
Corridor Act - 2021
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(3) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this act, and of the Florida
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485K+ Corridor
acres protected
across 90+
properties since
passage of
Florida Wildlife
Corridor Act!




Corridor Acres Protected (2021-2026)
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*Source: FNAI data dashboard
Note: 2021 includes acres acquired during the full calendar year (passage of Act was July 2021); 2026 is through 8/11/26




Corridor Acres Protected (2021-2026)
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Why it matters?

Conservation Benefits for our
Communities




- CARLTON WARD

Networks of connected and protected areas are inherently more
resilient than individual, isolated patches.



THE FLORIDA WILDLIFE CORRIDOR

Water Resources

The Corridor connects
waters including:

1 82 First- and Second-
Magnitude Springs

( ,300 Named Rivers and
Streams

8M acres of Wetlands




Flood Zones & BMAPs
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THE FLORIDA WILDLIFE CORRIDOR

Recreation &
Quality of Life

The Corridor connects
lands including:

75 State Parks
32 State Forests

7 National Parks/Preserves/Forests

1100 miles Forida National

Scenic Trall



THE FLORIDA WILDLIFE CORRIDOR

Working Lands &
Rural Character

The Corridor supports at
least 114,000 jobs and
provides $30 billion in
annual revenue

It supports rural economies
and food security
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THE FLORIDA WILDLIFE CORRIDOR

Wildlife Habita

The Corridor is home to
over 1,700 species,
including 131 imperiled
animals




Development Pressure Smart Growth
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rioritizing CHNEP's
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What can we do?

The Role of Local Governments
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Planning for Growth

Urban Service Area Boundaries

Design Guidelines for
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Planning with the Corridor - EcoCon
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Local Lands Programs
CHNEP Counties

« Charlotte”
 DeSoto
 Glades
 Hardee
 Hendry

« Highlands
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« Manatee*
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Conservation Funding Approved in Millions of Dollars

County Voter Approved Conservation Funding by Year
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*Ballot initiatives this year — Charlotte ($70M bond), Manatee ($75M bond), Sarasota ($250M bond)



Policy Watch & Implications to Conservation
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EXPLORE

N
CONSERVATION SOLUTIONS

B

FLORIDA WILDLUIFE CORRIDOR FOUNDATION

E I = e 7, = Corridor Conservation
® & Strategies: A StoryMap

Learn how landowners can pursue

C

conservation and income diversification.

@FloridaWildlifeCorridor

1000 FRIENDS OF FLORIDA

ﬁ v ~ -
@FlOI‘idaWildlifECOrl‘idor 5 $ ._ ; ) & FLORIDA WILDLIFE CORRIDOR FOUNDATION
in|

[ >

Mind the Gaps Curriculum

Florida Wildlife Corridor Foundation RS S .. cadcr <t and communty membere.
@FloridaWildlifeCorridor S T nwvmsmrorRoms cevinon Ak
% s 3 X v AN o - ; Florida Ecological Connectivity
@? rorldaW||dI|fecorr|dor.org g a (EcoCon) Planning Viewer
) @ ESE  Explore the Corridor through multiple
geospatial data layers.

kristen@floridawildlifecorridor.org s S
. . e . orridor Compatible
jason@ﬂOrldaWIIdllfecorrldor.org gga%‘&%&s Communities Design Guidelines

Learn how community location
and design can support biodiversity,
resilience, and connection.

These resources & more available online Ef
FloridaWildlifeCorridor.org/resources
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NO ACTION ITEM

»For information and discussion only.

»Chair will ask for questions or comments
from the members.

Uniting Central and Southwest Florida to Protect Water and Wildlife
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