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CharlotteHarborNEP: T ransitioningtolmplementation

’n 1995 CharlotteHarbor wasrecognized asan
“estuary of national significance” and a Na-
tional Estuary Program was created. From Oc-
tober 1996 to April 2000, more than 200
individual swho represent organizationsinter-
ested in preserving Charlotte Harbor estuary
used a cooperative decision-making process
based on sound scienceand assessment toiden-
tify diverse resource management concernsin
the study area. Theseindividuals serve on one
of four committees that, with the Program Of-
fice, iscollectively known asthe M anagement
Conference. (See page 3.)

TheManagement Conferencedevel opedaCom-
prehensiveConservationand M anagement Plan
(CCMP) that identified the region’s priority
environmental issuesand actionsto solvethose
issues. Thecompl etion of themanagement plan
and its subsequent acceptance by the Manage-
ment Conference (April 2000), the State of
Florida (November 2000), and U.S. EPA (June
2001) markedthebeginning of actiontorestore
and protect the estuary and its watershed.

The Management Conference now reviews
progressandidentifiesconcernsnot consistent
with the plan’s goals — continuing to use a
cooperativedecision-making processbased on
sound science and assessment. The Manage-
ment Conferenceaddressestheseconcernsand,
if consensusisreached, thenthe CharlotteHar-
bor National Estuary Program— backed by the
counties, cities, and numerous busi nesses, en-
vironmental organizations, government agen-
cies, and citizens of the watershed — presents
itsposition.

Early issuesof Harbor Happeningsdocument-
ed the development of the CCMP. Upcoming
issueswill informreadersof effortstofulfill the
management plan.

Threeissueswereidentifiedinthe CCMP, a20-year
plan, asthe priority environmental concernsin the
region: water quality, hydrology, and fishandwild-
lifehabitat | 0oss. Recently the Management Confer-
ence identified objectives within the CCMP as
priority for the next three years. These objectives
follow.

Hydologic Alterations

HA-1: Establishvaluesfor minimum seasonal flows
for select riversand achi evethese minimum season-
al flows by the year 2020.

HA-2: ldentify, establish, and maintain a more
natural seasonal variationinfreshwater flowsby the
year 2010for theCaloosahatcheeRiver; upper Peace
River and its tributaries from Tenoroc to Zolfo
Springs; and the upper Myakka River with special
attention to Flatford Swamp.

Water Quality Degradation

WQ-1: Identify those waterbodies that do not meet
their designated water quality standardsand devel-
op aplan to meet those standards.

WQ-2: Develop Total Maximum Daily Loads (TM-
DLs), except for mercury, for high priority 303(d)
listed water segmentsby 2004 andfor all remaining
303(d) watersin the study area by 2009.

WQ-6: Meet or exceed designated water quality
standardsthroughout basinsof thestudy areaby the
year 2015 with possibleexceptionsfor natural and/
or site-specific conditions.

Fish & Wildlife Habitat L oss

FW-1: Achieve a 25 percent increase (from 1998
levels) in conservation, preservation, and steward-
ship landsin the study area by the year 2018.

FW-2: Meet the stated objectives for the target
extent, location, and quality of habitatsinthestudy
area, including native submerged aquatic vegeta-
tion, intertidal unvegetated habitats, mangroves,
saltwater marsh habitats, freshwater wetland sys-
tems, oyster bars, and upland communities.



Program Update

What adifference some rain makes! The
tensions surrounding many of the meetings
| have attended over the past six months
seems to have dissipated with July’s rains
and hopespringseternal that morewill come
before the rainy season is over. While the
“crisis’ modethat characterized afair share
of these meetings no longer exists, water
resource managers are moving cautiously
and know that yesterday’ s extreme drought
conditionsmay beexperiencedagaininthe
future. Planning efforts to address the re-
gion’ slong-termwater needscontinue, with
therecognition that conservation will play
animportant part of the overall effort. Let’s
listen to what these planning efforts are
telling us and be careful not to waste this
MOSst preci ous resource.

The Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Pro-
gram is first and foremost a partnership.
Like any partnership, there are times when
the partners work very well together and
other timeswhenthey don’t. Intheyear that
| have been here | can say that | am truly
impressedwiththelevel of commitment that
the NEP partners have shown towards our
watershed management process. With the
exceptionof anunfortunatemajor rel ease of
freshwater from Lake Okeechobee and the
ongoing controversy over the expansion of
phosphate mining, the partnerswho signed
the CCM Pfor CharlotteHarbor haveworked
cooperatively and diligently to address our
priority problems of water quality degrada-
tion, hydrological alterations, and fish and
wildlife habitat loss, thereby helpingtoim-
provethewater quality and ecol ogical integ-
rity of the greater Charlotte Harbor
watershed. But let me say there' sstill other
groups — and by this | am specifically
thinking of a number of industries such as
agriculture, residential development, ma-
rineindustries, and tourism — that we need
tomoreactively engagein our implementa-
tion process if we truly want to have a
partnership that reflectsthe diversity of our
watershed and its many users.

There are hundreds of important actions
includedinour CCM Pthat needto beunder-
taken to help us realize our goals, some of

which are be-
ing imple-
mented,
others are
ready to be
implemented, |
and yet still
othersrequirethat backgroundinformation
be gathered before moving onto the next
step. In an effort to focus our actions, the
NEP has been working diligently over the
past several monthsto* prioritize” thequan-
tifiableobjectivesand priority actionsand
initiativestofocusonduringthenextthree
years, beginning with the fiscal year that
starts this October. Our sincere thanks go
outtoeveryonethat hasparticipatedinthis
process. Y et, even as we work to finalize
our “prioritization” process, we find that
we are dealing with a moving target. New
priorities arise, ongoing and anticipated
projects and studies direct us down differ-
ent paths, and peopleand agenciescommit-
ments wax and wane as time and budget
constraints often necessitate. Meanwhile,
development marcheson, theregion’ spop-
ulation grows, and the watershed is under
increasing strain. Thus, theNEPfindsitsel f
inaposition of constantly adjustingtothis
movingtarget, fillinginthe gapswherewe
can, informingthepublicabout what’ shap-
pening, and ever cognizant of the bigger
picture.

The call for proposals for our Mini-Grants
and Research and Restoration Partners
grants has been released. We encourage
youto spreadtheword and et peopleknow
about thisonce-a-year opportunity toapply
for funds to further the implementation of
our ComprehensiveConservationand M an-
agement Plan and help the watershed.

Finally, don’tforgettojoinusinoneof the
many activities our partners have planned
for National Estuaries Day, September 29!

Robert (

dy) Rudolph, Director
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Grants Available fr om the Charlotte Harbor NEP

— Mini-Grant Applications and Research & Restoration Partners Proposals Due October 26, 2001 ~

To further the partnership to protect the
Charlotte Harbor estuary by improving the
water quality and ecol ogical integrity of the
greater Charlotte Harbor watershed, Char-
lotte Harbor National Estuary Program of -
fersgrantstoFloridaresidents, organizations,
businesses, government agencies, schools,
collegesanduniversities.

This year the Charlotte Harbor NEP is re-
questing Mini-Grant applications and Re-
search & Restoration Partners proposals.

Each year proposals are reviewed and se-
lected on a competitive basis by the Char-
lotte Harbor NEP M anagement Conference.
The Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC)
reviews education and outreach proposals.
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)
reviews research, monitoring and restora-
tion proposals. These committees then rec-
ommend proposals for funding to the
Management and the Policy Committees,
which make the final decisions asto which
projectsaresupported. Contract awardswill
beannouncedinFebruary 2002. Each project
may begin as soon as a contract is signed.

Additional guidance and instructions are
provided in two information packets avail-
able on the Program web site
(www.charlotteharbornep.com) and by call-
ing 941/995-1777.

Charlotte Harbor NEP Management Conference

The M anagement Conferenceiscomposed
of four committees and the Program Office.
Committee members represent citizens,
elected officials, resource managers, and
commercial and recreational resource users
inthe entirewatershed. The watershed cov-
ers4,400 squaremilesof Charlotte, DeSoto,
Hardee, Highlands, L ee, Manatee, Polk and
Sarasota counties. Each committee serves a
speciaized roleto fulfill the goalsand objec-
tivesintheComprehensiveConservationand
Management Plan.

The Policy Committee is the bridge be-
tween the Management Conference and |o-
cal governments of the region. The
Committee establishes general policy and
has ultimate authority in program adminis-
tration. This committee appoints members
totheManagement Committeeand approves
budgets.

M ini-Grant projects that serve as mod-
elsfor addressing environmental education
and resourcemanagement i ssues, havelong-
term applicability, and that relate to the
NEP’s priority issues will receive priority
consideration. Any Florida resident, orga-
nization, agency, business, or school may
apply for upto$3,000 per project. Matching
funds are not required but are encouraged.
Mini-Grant projects must address at |east
oneNEPgoal andonepriority problem, and
must occur intheCharlotteHarbor watershed.

Research & Restoration Partners
projectsthat addresspriority initiatives, have
long-termapplicability and serveasmodels
for addressing habitat improvement and re-
source management challengeswill receive
priority consideration. Education isan im-
portant component of all projects. Any Flor-
idaresident, organi zation, agency, business,
or school may apply for up to $20,000 per
financially supporting partner. Fifty percent
(50%) matching funds are required, and may
be comprised of cash or in-kind assistance.

The deadline to submit Mini-Grant applications and Research & Restoration Partners
proposals is 5:00 p.m. Friday, October 26 to the Charlotte Harbor NEP Office at 4980
Bayline Drive, 4" Floor, North Fort Myers FL 33917-3909.

Mini-grant and research & restoration partners projects have varied from
biological surveys, wetland restoration projects, and volunteer water quality

monitoring to curriculum development and environmental education activities.

Directory of Projects

Si nce1996, theCharlotteHarbor NEP hasfunded 58 projectsthroughout thegreater
Charlotte Harbor watershed. These projects provide immediate benefits to the
watershed’s natural resources, enhance our technical knowledge, and improve
community awareness. Projects the NEP has supported vary greatly in scope and
scale, ranging from biological surveys, wetland restoration projects, and volunteer
water quality monitoring to curriculum devel opment and environmental education
activities. A directory of grant-supported projects initiated from 1997 to 2001 is
availablefrom the Program Office. Because many of these projectsare ongoing, the
directory will be updated frequently. The most recent version will always be
available from the program web site at www.charlotteharbornep.com.

The Management Committee serves as a
liagison between the committees and pro-
vides strong institutional support for the
program by staffing, funding and facilitat-
ing projects. Thiscommittee reviewswork
plans, contractsand proposal s, work sched-
ules and products. It ensures that program
milestones and objectives are met.

The Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC)
providesamechanismfor citizenstoadvise
the Charlotte Harbor NEP. The CAC dis-
tributes relevant information to the public
and helps develop work plans and public
participation strategies, providesinput on
public education programs, and develops
requests for and reviews public education
(mini-grant) applications. Membership is
open to those interested in furthering the
goal sand objectivesof theCharlotteHarbor
NEP.

TheTechnical Advisory Committee(TAC)
identifies environmental issues and goals
fortheirresol ution, hel psdevel opwork plans,
develops requests for and reviews research
andrestoration proposals. It alsoassistswith
information management and coordinates
agency research. Membership is open to
thosewho havetechnical expertiseandwho
are interested in furthering the goals and
objectivesof theCharlotteHarbor NEP. The
TAC has created a Water Quality Quantifi-
able Objectives Subcommittee (WQQOS)
to determine performance/biological indi-
catorsfor thewater bodiesin thestudy area,
the Charlotte Harbor Regional Ambient
Monitoring Program (CH RAMP) to coordi-
natewater quality monitoring programs, and
the Habitat Conservation Subcommitteeto
addressthefour fishandwildlifehabitat | oss
objectivesin the management plan.
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Peace River-Manasota Regional Water Supply Authority

Receives National Environmental Award

ight national environmental excellence
awardswere announced at the National As-
sociation of Environmental Professionals
(NAEP) Conference on June 26. The win-
nersincluded both private and government
entities and were drawn from around the
country. Awards were given in avariety of
categories ranging from Environmental
Management to Public Involvement and
Partnership to Environmental Stewardship.

The NAEP has conducted the National En-
vironmental Excellence Awards competi-
tion for the past five years, singling out
projects and programs that model excel-
lenceintheenvironmental profession, meet
or exceedstringent awardcriteria, and stand
out assignificant contributions.

“NAEP' s award program provides an op-
portunity for ustorecognizeindividualsand
programs that exemplify the profession,”
explained Bruce Hasbrouck, NAEP Presi-
dent. “ The award winners are selected after
a detailed review of the application pack-
age, the background information, and the
impact on the environment. Finally, the
awards program provides insight for our
members and conference participants for
opportunities to increase their knowledge
and understanding.”

The Peace River/M anasota Regional Water
Supply Authority was one of six winners of
the 2001 National Environmental Excel-
lence Awards. The award was given in the
category of environmental stewardship for
the Peace River Option. (This project was
profiled in the winter 2000-2001 issue of
Harbor Happenings.)

In devel oping and implementing the Peace
River Option, the Peace River/Manasota
Regional Water Supply Authority hasshown
that the combination of innovativetechnol -
ogy, sound engineering, aconcernfor main-
taining existing natural resources, and a
comprehensive monitoring program can
provide awater supply system that has met
both the needs of an emerging population
and increasingly sensitive environmental
resources for more than a decade. Accord-
ing to David Rathke, Governmental Affairs
Coordinator for the Authority, “ The Peace
River Option utilizes the Peace River and

aquifer storage and recovery tech-
nology to supply safe and afford-
able drinking water to more than
100,000 peopl einsouthwest Flor-
ida.”

Inaddition, “thisproject preserves
ground water suppliesin an area
of critical concern and reduces
saltwater intrusion while protect-
ing the downstream Charlotte
Harbor estuary,” continues Sam-
uel Stone, the Authority’s Envi-
ronmental Affairs Coordinator.
Theability tointegratefederal and
state agency regulatory require-
ments, community andinfrastruc-

David Rathke (left), Governmental Affairs Coordinator,
and Samuel Stone (center), Environmental Affairs Coor-
dinator, accepted the National Environmental Excellence
Award for the Peace River/Manasota Regional Water Sup-
ply Authority.

turedevelopment, environmental
sensitivity and needs, public issues and
concerns, and recreation and commercial
interestsinto along-term functioning sys-
temisan example of outstanding Environ-
mental Stewardship.

NAEP isanon-profit professional associa-
tion of some 5,000 environmental profes-
sionals representing public and private
sectors throughout the world. For more
information, visit their web site at
WWW.naep.org.

ExcitingOn-line Auctionto Help ProtectourNation’s

Bays and Estuaries

Have fun becoming the highest bidder
and win an exciting outdoor adventure or
mini-vacation while you help protect and
restore our nation’ sbaysand estuaries! It's
easy to participate in the Association of
National Estuary Program’s (ANEP's) on-
line auction found on www.ebay.com, the
popular Internet auction house.

Ebay.com is hosting an on-line auction
whereyou can bidonfunand uniquedonat-
edauctionitems. Theauctionwill continue
with new itemsadded on acontinual basis,
so keep checking the site!

How do | Find ANEP s E-Auction? Just go
to www.ebay.com and see how easy it is!
Type“ANEP” inthe“search” box located
undertheEBAY logoonthetopleft corner,
and all our ANEP itemswill appear. Click
on those that interest you, and have fun
bidding!

Where do the Proceeds Go? The proceeds
from the sale of the tax-deductible dona-
tions will go to support the nation’s 28
National Estuary Programs(NEPs) andtheir

Help restore and protect Charlotte
Harbor and have fun too!

Association of National Estuary Programs
(ANEP). Together, the NEPs and ANEP (a
501(c)(3) nonprofit) provide local and na-
tional effortsto restore and protect our na-
tion’ s estuaries, bays and lagoons.

thisisagreat auction for finding a unique
birthday present, an anniversary present for
your parents, or afun adventurefor youand
your family. Examples are boat rides, fish-
ing trips, a 14-person party on board the
Glory, areplicaof aVictorian fantail elec-
triclaunch, lobster huntsand kayakingtrips
in your local bay or estuary. Pamper your-
self and a special companion with aweek-
end stay inyour choice of Bed & Breakfast
locations. Or, why not buy aweekend trip
for somefriends, asapresent they will never
forget?

Questions? For more information on the e-
auction and ANEP, please contact Dawn

Volkat 703/333-6150 or drvolk@erols.com,
or visit their website at www.anep-usa.org.




NEP Supports Restoration:

l n 1999, the Sanibel-CaptivaConservation
Foundation (SCCF) purchasedthe167-acre
parcel known as Frannie's Preserve, the
“keystone” property of the Sanibel River
Corridor Restoration Project. The land is
located in the middle of four existing pre-
serves and bordersthe Sanibel River inthe
interior of Sanibel Island. Thelargestintact
coastal strand habitat ontheislandislocated
ontheproperty asisavariety of upland and
wetland habitats, including rarecoastal scrub
and Spartina-dominated wetlands.

The project is now complete after having
removed virtually all of theinvasiveexotic
Brazilian pepper (Schinusterebinthifolius),
Australian pine (Casuarina equisetifolia)
and afew melalueca(Melal euca quinquen-
ervia) trees. In dense areas the trees were
removed mechanically, using atracked ve-
hicle with root rake. In sensitive upland
areas with gopher tortoises, the trees were
removed by hand.

Volunteersfromlocal real estatecompanies
havecheerfully assistedinthereplanting of
native shrubs, wetland trees and herbs as

well as clean up of old dump sites. Some
tropical hardwood specieshavebeen plant-
edand 13 nest boxeshavebeeninstalledto
supplement the loss of cavity trees for
woodpeckers, screech owls and flycatch-
ers. Recently piles of exotic treesthat had
been stacked and drying for nearly ayear
were burned.

The partnersin this project have carefully
documented all locations of active and
inactivegopher tortoise burrowswith GPS
duringand after theexoticremoval, devel-
oped descriptions of plant communities
withspecieslistsfor all major habitat types,
and conducted an exhaustiveliteraturere-
view of historical plant communities for
species by habitat for comparative and
restoration planning purposes. Replanting
of native species hasbeen modified based
on these findings. SCCF Biologist Brad
Smith conducted one year of migratory
and breeding bird surveys before, during
and after exotic removal and SCCF Resto-
ration Ecologist David Ceilley collected
aquatic macroinvertebrate and fish sam-

Frannie's Preserve on Sanibd Idand

Wetland areas are now flooded and supporting
avariety of wading birdsincluding great egrets,
whiteibis, tricolor heronsand wood storks (above).
Photo by David Ceilley.

ples from wetland swales and ponds along
with audible frog surveys before and after
initial restoration.

Thisrestoration project hasinvolved several
entities. Charlotte Harbor NEP has support-
edthiseffort asarestoration partnersproject.

NEP Supports Hands-On Training:

Exoti c vegetation isinvading Pine I sland
at arate faster than it is being eradicated.
TheCalusal and Trust and Nature Preserve
of Pinelsland, Inc. (CLT) developed aStew-
ardship/Ranger Program to, among other
things, safely and effectively eliminate ex-
otic invasive species from CLT preserves
on Pinelsland. With support provided by a
$2,000 mini-grant from Charlotte Harbor
NEP, naturetrail signswere placed toiden-
tify vegetationandaJunior Ranger Program
was created to prepare students and accom-
panying adultsto act asrestorersof fish and
wildlife habitats.

“The Charlotte Harbor NEP grant motivat-
ed us to start our Junior Ranger program,”
explained CLT member Bill Spikowski. “It
has become our primary educational pro-
gram for kids, training the next generation
of stewards for our nature preserves.”

The Junior Ranger Program includes in-
structional learning, hands-onlearningabout
the natural environment of pine flatwoods,

coastal strands, scrubby flatwoods, oak
scrub and mahogany hammocks, and a
hands-on phasetolearnabout thetoolsand
chemical susedto eradicateinvasive exot-
ics.

Contact Ed Chapin (beeper 941/392-0090)
for more information.

Ed Chapin (left), chief ranger with the Calusa
Land Trust, presents a badge to Brian Jaffrey,
the first student to complete the Junior Ranger
Program. Brian was a student at Pine Island
Elementary School in Pat Tumiati’s fifth grade
class during the 1999-2000 school year.

Junior Ranger Program

CaLusa LAND TrRust AND NATURE
PreseRVE oF PINE | SLAND, INC. isone
of 13 land trusts acquiring conservation
land in the Charlotte Harbor watershed.
Since 1976 CLT has acquired 1,882 acres
on and around Pine Island. The purpose of
the CalusaLand Trust isto protect the nat-
ural diversity and beauty of the Pinelsland
region by acquiring, managing and preserv-
inginperpetuity environmentally sensitive
or historically important land and to foster
appreciation for and understanding of the
environment and our past. The Land Trust
currently has 750 members who form a
broad coalition of individuals, families, and
businesses who agree that the acquisition
and protectionof natural landisimportantif
we are to retain the quality of life which
makesthePinel slandregionsoattractiveto
people and to wildlife. The Land Trust is
supported entirely by people who donate
their time, talent, and financial support to
protect irreplaceable natural resources.




Passageway for Fish and Wildlife Planned

by Jm Beever, Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission

TheSouthwest FloridaConservation Cor-
ridor effort focuses on the conservation of
contiguous coastal ecosystems along the
west coast of Floridato provide habitat for
wildliferesources, improvehydrologic and
enhance water quality. This involves the
protection of coastal resources, including
barrier islandsand estuaries, aswell astheir
watersheds.

The goal is to establish a managed, multi-
jurisdictional contiguous coastal corridor
system including coastal wetlands, scrub
habitat, maritime forest, riverine transition
habitat, and other native communities to
benefit all species of fish and wildlife in
western south Florida. The results of this
effortwill establishamulti-jurisdictionally
governed partnership composed of refuges,
aguatic preserves, estuarine research re-
serves, wildlife management areas, county
and city owned lands, conservation ease-
ments, private nature preserves, parks, and
otherslocated from the Crystal River south
through Shark River Slough that will oper-
ate under an established, coordinated con-
servation plan. (Editor’s note: The entire
Charlotte Harbor NEP study areaisinclud-
edinthisplan.)

The Southwest FloridaConservation Corri-
dor will ensure a cooperative, balanced ef-
fort between government agencies, private
groups and citizens. The resulting benefit
would be several geographically and bio-
logically defined corridor systemsfor fish,
wildlifeand passiverecreational opportuni-
ties.

Theplanwill providenew opportunitiesfor
federal, state, and regional governmentsto
work together with local governments and
thepublic sector in exploring and devel op-
ing innovative programsfor the protection
of fish and wildlife resources.

TheConservationCorridorisarealisticgoal.
There is a substantial amount of land al-
ready in public ownership, a substantial
amount of planninghasalready beeninitiat-
ed and on the ground implementation is
underway. Thismay betheonly placeinthe
state where such a project can be achieved,
partly because of the proven public support

The goal of the Conservation Corridor is
to create a contiguous coastal corridor
— tract of land forming a passageway —
from Crystal River south through Shark
River Slough to benefit fish and wildlife.

and partly because of the amount of ecolog-
ically significant land still undeveloped. In
1997, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
completed astrategic plan to conserve, pro-
tect, and enhancefish and wildlifeand their
habitats. Goal two of that planisto establish
anecologically diversenetwork of land and
waters of various ownerships to provide
habitat for listed species. In partnerships
with state and local governments, this goal
could be expanded to include all fish and
wildliferesources, including those resident
speciesunder statejurisdiction. The conser-
vation of coastal resources along the Gulf
Coast is unattainable without the support
andunified effortsof both publicand private
sectors. A unified planning effort with state
and federal agencies, local governments,
private land owners, non-governmental or-
ganizations and businesses will lead to im-
proved coordination and cooperation and
better implementation of all acts to protect
coastal resources. This framework docu-

The Coastal Conservation Cor- 1§
ridor Map —in color with akey
—isavailable on the Internet at
www.charlotteharbornep.com.
ment will provide a partnership vehicle to
synchronizecomprehensiveplanning efforts
by a host of independent partners. Numer-
ous formal agreements currently existing
between agencies and partners along the
southwest coast of Florida and new formal
agreementswill hel ptoconsolidatetheplan-
ning efforts. Furthermore, thisinitiativewill
identify current actionsthat are ongoing to
acquire, enhance, or protect coastal wetland
resources and speciesthat depend on them.
This collaborative planning approach will
provideamulti-jurisdictional framework to
involve more partners in the cooperative
management of coastal habitat.
Thisproject hasthe support of federal, state

and regional agencies; local governments;
private organization and citizens.

U.S. Postal Stamp Campaign for Estuaries

The U.S. Postal Service hasreceived arequest to develop a series of postage stamps
celebrating estuaries — areas of environmental, economic, and cultural importance. If
selected, the America’' s Estuaries serieswould illustrate bays, inlets, and harbors from
acrossthenation, whilepossibly highlighting themost ecol ogically significant plantand
animal life found in the 28 National Estuaries and 25 National Estuarine Research
Reserves.

The proposal was submitted to the U.S. Postal Service Citizens Stamp Advisory
Committeein Washington D.C. by theL ong | sland Sound Study in cooperation with the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, theNational Oceanic Atmospheric Administra-
tion, the Association of National Estuary Programsand the National Estuarine Research
Reserve Association. The Citizens Stamp Advisory Committee will decide whether
America' s Estuaries is chosen to become a series of postage stamps. The Advisory
Committee meetsquarterly to decide on stamp subjectsand makesrecommendationsto
the Postmaster General.

Show your support for thisinitiative! Please send apostcard or | etter to Citizens Stamp
Advisory Committee, c/o Stamp Development, U.S. Postal Service, 475 L’ Enfant Plaza
SW, Room 4474E, Washington DC 20260-2437.
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All Eyes on the Caloosahatchee
%{Matt Giles, South Florida Water Management District

his summer’ s sudden onslaught of rain-
fall in Lee and Hendry counties provided
much needed fresh water to our prized Ca-
loosahatchee Estuary. During the driest
months, salinitiesreached 17 to 21 parts per
thousand (ppt) on the downstream side of
the W.P. Franklin Lock and Dam, where
salinitiesarenormally 0to 4 ppt that time of
year. High salinities at the lock brought a
few rarevisitorstotheareaincluding cobia,
redfish, and sharks, and the fishing pier at
thestructureturnedintoahot spot for months.
Once the rains arrived, discharges from the
Franklin Lock and runoff from areas around
the estuary pushed back the saline waters
from San Carlos Bay fairly quickly and
returned the upper estuary to oligohaline
(0.5to 5 ppt) conditions.

The estuary had achallenging year. Recent
fluctuations in water quality and quantity
entering the estuary were abrupt and fre-
quent. Irregular, highdischargesand drought
conditionsproducedhighly variablesalinity
plots. Nutrients madetheir presence known
aswell, with sporadiccyanobacterial blooms
adding atouch of greentotheriver and the
estuary’ s dark waters. In-place monitoring
projectsrecordedtheimpactsof theseevents
on key components of the ecosystem.

The South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict (SFWMD) monitors several compo-
nents of the ecosystem that are considered
keyindicatorsof theestuary’ soverall health.
One component that is being monitored by
SFWMD is the freshwater angiosperm Val-
lisneriaamericana (tapegrass). Numbersof
plants dropped considerably soon after sa-
linitiesremained above 13to 15 ppt around
Beautiful Island this year. Salinities favor-
abletoV.americanagrowth (lessthan 6 ppt)
returnedtothisareainJuly followinga most
record-setting rainfall. Monthly grass sam-
ples supported by a huge base of salinity
datawill help determinetheinflow limitsof
V. americanainthissystem. Thisecosystem
component provides a reference point by
which overall estuarine condition can be
inferred.

In addition to tape grass abundance and

morphometrics, SFWMD monitors water
quality in the Caloosahatchee River and

o

=

=

Estuary and San CarlosBay.
Water quality dataare used §
toproduceannual technical &
reports on the current status &,
and trends of several nutri- &
entsand physical attributes
of the system, provide sup-
porting data for water sup-
ply modeling, and contribute
toagrowing body of region-
al datamade availableto all
interested parties. 3

Another component of the
ecosystem that provides a ;
referencepointtoassessthe [ . f= 7
health of the estuary is the 5
American oyster (Crassos-
treavirginica).FloridaGulf
Coast University isconduct-
ing research that provides SFWMD with
information on the current recruitment and
survival rates of oystersin the estuary and
bay. (Editor’ snote: Thisproject isalso sup-
ported by Charlotte Harbor NEP.) Com-
binedwithdistributionandinflow data, this
information helps to determine the inflow
limits that promote healthy oystersin this
system. Hydroacoustic (sonar) mapping of
submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) con-
tinues in the estuary, San Carlos Bay and
Pine Island Sound. System-wide SAV maps
and continuoussalinity dataprovideameans
of assessing the performance of scheduled
inflowsto the estuary.

With mandated minimum flows and levels
(MFLs) for the Caloosahatchee Estuary be-
ing implemented by SFWMD, monitoring
selected components of the ecosystemisas
critical asever. Water managerswill beable
toadjust M FL sbased on how theecosystem
responds. This adaptive management is an
important part of the MFL schedul€e’s suc-
cess. At this time of ever-increasing water
supply demand (with increasing water run-
off), itiscritical that we determinethe estu-
ary’s inflow limits to successfully balance
water supply, flood protectionand environ-
mental enhancement. SFWMD is commit-
ted to the preservation and enhancement of
thisdynamic and vital system.
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The South Florida Water Management Dis-
trictisaregional agency covering 16 coun-
tiesincentral andsouthFlorida. Themission
of SFWMD isto manage and protect water
resour ces by balancing and improving wa-
ter quality, flood control, natural systems,
and water supply. Visit www.sfwmd.gov or
call 561/686-8800 for more information.
Matt Giles (mgiles@sfwmd.gov) works in
the Coastal Ecosystems Division.

Water Flows
Water flows
Along the streams
All thewhile carrying
Carrying the waste we feed it.

Water flows

Along the brooks

All thewhiletaking
Taking what is poison.

Water flows

Along the canals

All thewhile dying
Dying out because of us,
Feeding it thisfilth.

by Theresa Julien, Sixth Grade Student
L. A. Ainger Middle School

Second PrizeWinner of theCharlotteCoun-
ty Arts & Humanities Council’s 2000-
2001 River of Words Contest (See pagel0

for more details.)
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Natura | Resou rces Conservation Service (NRCS) Plays Role

in Protec ting Water Quality o f Charlotte Harbor
by Kendal Hicks, Natural Resources Conservation Service

l npartnershipwithother federal, state, coun-

ty and local entities, from October 1999 to
September 2000 the NRCS has provided the
followingservicestoprotect water quality of
the Charlotte Harbor.

* NRCStechnical assistanceto privateland-
ownersinthe Charlotte Harbor Watershed
has resulted in more than 7,525 acres in
Resource Management Systems that in-
cluderotational grazingtoimprovevege-
tative cover, control brush and reduce the
accumulation of animal wastesin piles.

« NRCStechnical assistancefor thedelinea-
tion of wetlands has ensured over 100
acres of protective buffers to surround
healthy, properly functioning wetlands,
which in turn enhance water quality.

* NRCSprovidestechnical assistanceinde-
veloping and implementing nutrient man-
agement plans  that prevent

Americans’ “River 1Q”

A new national poll shows the publicis
overwhel mingly supportiveof protectingand
conserving rivers, but most people lack ba-
sic knowledge about America' s waterways
and are unaware that many of their daily
actions may have negative effectsonrivers
and watersheds.

Although Americans' concerns for rivers
runsdeep, the study, conducted by the poll-
ing firm Penn, Schoen and Berland Associ-
atesInc.fortheNational Geographic Society,
found the public’s “River 1Q” to be rather
shallow and respondentslargely unaware of
the extent to which our riversarein peril.

National Geographic commissioned the
study as part of “ Geography Action! Rivers
2001,” a six-month nationwide program
aimed at preserving rivers and watersheds
and conserving water. The program was
developed in partnership with The Coca-
ColaCompany, TheConservation Fund and
theRiver Council, aconsortium of fiveriver
conservationgroups: AmericanRivers, | zaak
Walton L eague of America, River Network,
Trout Unlimited and Waterkeeper Alliance.

over-fertilization or improper fertiliza-
tiononover 5,813 CharlotteCounty acres.
Nutrient management decreases the nu-
trient load into Charlotte Harbor.

* With NRCS technical assistance, irriga-
tion water management plans have been
implemented on 551 acres in 2000 to
conserve water, enhance water quality
and protect the aquifers.

* WithNRCStechnical assistance, pesticide
management was planned and applied on
more than 5,813 acres during 2000.

¢ TheNRCSin partnership with Charlotte
and Lee Soil and Water Conservation
District’ soffer educational assistanceand
technology transfer through the Enviro-
thon and the Land Judging Contest.

e Throughfunding fromtheWildlife Hab-
itat Incentives Program (WHIP) and En-
vironmental Quality IncentivesProgram

is Shallow

“TheRiver |1 Q study showed that 98 percent
of respondentsfeel that conservingand pro-
tectingriversisanimportant environmental
priority,” said John Fahey, president of the
National Geographic Society.

A key finding of the study was the respon-
dents’ lack of awarenessthat weare all part
of alarger system, interconnected to rivers
throughwatersheds, andthat individual and
collectiveactionshaveaprofoundeffect on
the health of rivers.

Only oneinseven (15 percent) polled knew
that the greatest source of river pollutionis
people’s actions in the watershed. Nearly
threetimesasmany (44 percent) incorrectly
identified industrial sources as the biggest
culprit in polluting waterways. Only one-
third (35 percent) correctly identified land
use and urban sprawl as the most serious
threat to watersheds.

Other findingsinclude:

Although all Americansliveinawatershed
— an area through which all surface and
underground water flowsto ariver or other
body of water —only slightly morethan hal f
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(EQIP) and technical assistance from
NRCS staff, more than 512 acres of wet-
lands and 300 acres of uplands have been
enhanced or protectedfromdevel opment.
The permanent cover of the wildlife hab-
itatlandsprovidesasourceof highquality
runoff and recharge waters for the Char-
lotte Harbor estuary.

The Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice(NRCYS), formerlythe Soil Conservation
Service, provides leadership in a partner-
shipefforttohel p peopleconserve,improve,
and sustainour natural resour cesand envi-
ronment. In Floridathe NRCSisorganized
to help land users solve natural resource
problems by providing them with accurate
resour cedatathat will help themmakewise
land usedecisions. Thefoundation of NRCS
isfield office staff, located in most counties
inFlorida. Kendal Hicks(941/995-5678 ext.
3)isasoil conservationistintheLeeCounty
NRCSOffice.

Unlike other estuariesin western
Floridathat are mostlyinfluenced
by the Gulf of Mexico, Charlotte
Harbor ismostly influenced by its
largerivers, the Peace, Myakka and
Caloosahatchee.

therespondents(56 percent) could correctly
define the term and nearly two-thirds (65
percent) believed that a watershed and a
wetland are the same thing.

When asked how largeanoil slick iscreated
by dumping a quart of oil down a storm
drain, three-quartersseverely underestimat-
ed the extent of the spill, with almost half
saying 100feet or lesswhentheactual figure
istwo acres (87,120 square feet).

Two-thirds were unaware that water is a
nonrenewabl eresource, and most underesti-
mated the amount of water it takes to per-
form simple household tasks. For instance,
it takes 15 gallonsto run a dishwasher (av-
erage estimate was 9) and 30 gallonsto use
a washing machine (average estimate was
15).



Wonderful Places in the Greater Charlotte Harbor Watershed

Barrier Islands GEOpark: Gasparilla 1sland and Cayo Costa State Parks
%Marilyn Hoeckel, Barrier Iand GEOpark

he barrier islands lying to the west of
Lemon Bay and Charlotte Harbor are not
only hometo peoplewho havechosenthe
alureof island life over the more prosaic
mainlandlife, they arehometo four gems
of the Florida State Park system. Known
collectively astheBarrier Island GEOpark
(GEO: Geographical Efficiency Opera-
tion), thefour parks, from north to south,
are Stump Pass Beach State Park, Don
Pedro | sland State Park, Gasparillalsland
State Park and Cayo Costa State Park.

Gasparilla Island State Park lies at the
southern end of Gasparillalsland, 2 miles
south of the village of Boca Grande, in
L ee County. The park contains 144 acres
of uplands and a mile of beach. It is
accessible via the Boca Grande Cause-
way off CR 775, also known as Placida
Road. There are four separate parking
areas in the park. The northernmost and
southernmost areasoffer picnicpavilions,
restroomfacilities, picnictablesandgrills.
Atthetip of theisland, inthe park, isthe
Boca Grande Lighthouse Museum. The
headquarters of the GEOpark is in the
building next door to thelighthouse, the

former “ Assistant Lightkeeper’s House.” The
Lighthouse Museumisoperated by the Barrier
Island Parks Society (BIPS), a volunteer Citi-
zen Support Organization for the GEOpark.

The museum, opened to the public in 1999,
featuresexhibitsonthelongand colorful histo-
ry of Gasparillalsland and Charlotte Harbor’s
commercial andrecreational fishingindustries.
The museum also devotes an entire room to
nature and conservation exhibits, including
exhibits on the barrier island parks. The muse-
um is open Wednesday through Sunday from
10:00 A.M.t0 4:00 p.v. It isclosed the month of
August and magjor holidays and extends its
hourstoinclude Tuesdaysduring themonthsof
February, March and April. The museum is
accessibleto personswith disabilities.

Just across Boca Grande Pass from Gasparilla
Island State Park is Cayo Costa State Park.
With 2,360 acres, Cayo Costa, accessible by
boat only, isthelargest of thelocal state parks.
It is one of the largest undeveloped barrier
islands in the state. It has 12 rustic cabins
available to rent and 30 campsites for tent
camping. There are restrooms, fresh running
water, picnictablesand grills, hikingtrailsand

Charlotte Harbor NEP to Analyze Water Quality Data

«

W ater quality data in many areas
within the Charlotte Harbor study area
have not been analyzed on a consistent
basis,” said Catherine Corbett, Charlotte
Harbor NEPenvironmental projectsman-
ager. “Whilemany government agencies
and citizen groups have the resourcesto
collectwater quality dataoneither aquar-
terly or monthly basis, they often do not
have the resources to analyze the result-
ing dataand/or makeit accessibleto oth-
ers.”

TheCharlotteHarbor NEP Technical Ad-
visory Committee(TAC) recognizedthis
dilemmaandinitiatedacall for proposals
toprovidewater quality dataanalysisand
a report for the Charlotte Harbor NEP.
Two proposals were received and eval u-
ated by theM anagement Conference. The
contract will beawarded to Janicki Envi-
ronmental, Inc.

Theproject will analyzethewater quality data
that has been collected through the year 2000
and compare it to previous trends in water
quality for the major tributaries to Charlotte
Harbor and water bodies within the Charlotte
Harbor study area. It will include status and
trends analysis and report of all surface and
groundwater quality datawithinthestudy area
collectedand analyzed underinstitutionalized
standard operating procedures. Datafor CCM P-
listed core parameters will be compiled from
Charlotte Harbor NEP member agencies and
STORET, analyzed and synthesized into are-
port. Thefinal report, expected during the sum-
mer of 2002, will analyze these water quality
parameters collected through 2000 for major
CharlotteHarbor water bodiesand comparethe
resultsto existing analyses of those water bod-
ies to provide a long-term composite of the
analyzed parameters. If additional information
is needed to provide acomplete analysisfor a

the most pristine
beachesanywhereit
Southwest Florida.

Call 941/964-037!
for more informa

tion on any of the four parksor tne sarrier
Islands GEOpark. Call 941/964-0060 for
information about BIPS or the Lighthouse
Museum. (Photo courtesy of Boca Beacon.)

Y OU CAN NOMINATE A LOCATION.

Send (1) the name of the natural sitein

the greater Charlotte Harbor watershed

you deem worthy of others visiting,

(2) your name and (3) an explanation

of why you want to share that particu-

lar site with othersto Maran Hilgen-

dorf at the NEP office (see page 2 for

contact information). Nominated sites

will appear in afutureissue of Harbor

Happenings and on the program web

site. Sitesfeatured include:

 Paynes Creek State Historic Site

* JN. “Ding” Darling National
WildlifeRefuge

* MyakkaRiver State Park

* IMC-Agrico Peace River Park

specific water body that is not currently
being collected, such as nutrient datafor a
specific segment in the Myakka River, for
exampl e, thereport will describethetypeof
information necessary to compl etetheanal -
ysisinsimilar futureendeavors. Thisreport
will providethebasisfor prospectivebian-
nual water quality updates.

“Thisstudy isawonderful example of how
the NEP can help fill the gaps by bringing
the collected efforts of many partners to-
gether to provide an analysis addressing
one of our identified priority problems-
water quality,” said Robert (Rudy) Rudol-
ph, Charlotte Harbor NEP director. “By
providing this valuable information to re-
source managers, local governments and
the public, we will be in a much better
position to clearly articulate the health of
our watershed and identify areasfor future
work.”
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Florida’s Native Bromeliads in Grave Danger

by Barbra Larson, University of Florida

Habitat destructioninsouthernFloridaisa
continual threat to the 16 species of brome-

liads, commonly knownasairplants, thatare [

native in Florida. Ten species have been
listed by the state as endangered or threat-
ened. However, for more than a decade a
greater menacehasbeenkillingour airplants
on both protected and private lands.

The state has recently declared two more |

speciesto be endangered because the insect
pest known asthe Mexican bromeliad wee-
vil hasdevastated populationsof T.utricula-
ta(giantairplant) and T. fascicul ata(cardinal
airplant). Thethreatened or endangered spe-
ciesare either now under attack or at risk of
attack once the pest reaches them.

The Mexican bromeliad weevil (Metama-
siuscallizona) apparently immigratedto Flor-
ida on bromeliads imported from Mexico.
Upon its discovery in Broward County in
1989, itwastoolatefor chemical eradication
since the weevil had already become estab-
lished innatural areas. Theweevil moved to
southwest Florida, appearing in North Fort
Myersin 1990, probably asaresult of move-
ment of infested bromeliads from the east
coast. It isnow attacking native bromeliads
in 16 counties. The weevil isnow foundin
five state parks, including Myakka River
State Park, and numerouslocal parks. It has
becomeestablishedinbromeliadsalongthe
Caloosahatchee, Peace, Myakkaand M ana-
teerivers, among others.

The weevil’s preference for large, mature
bromeliads and the lack of natural enemies
in Florida mean that few, if any, breeding
plantsareleft behind. Entire popul ations of
T. utriculatahavebeenwiped out fromsome
parks in Broward County, one of the areas
hardest hit so far.

TheFloridaCouncil of Bromeliad Societies
(http://fcbs.org) developed the Save Flori-
da’ s Native Bromeliadsproject, whosegoals
areto foster agreater appreciation of native
bromeliadsand contributetotheir conserva-
tion through weevil management and seed
collection.

FCBShasbeenworking withthe University
of Floridato manage the weevil by biologi-
cal control. A parasitic fly (Admontia sp.)

from Honduras has been identified as a po-
tential biological control agent. Further test-
ingisneeded beforearel ease permit may be
issued. Myakka River State Park is one of
the proposed target sites for eventual fly
releases because of the heavy weevil dam-
age the bromeliads are suffering.

A second component of theprojectinvolves
collection of seedsof thebromeliadsat risk.
Once the weevil is no longer athreat these
seeds will be grown out and reintroduced.
FCBS maintains a database with informa-
tion on each plant from which seed is col-
lectedtoensurethat all seedlingsarereturned
to their respective places of origin.

There are several ways land managers and
the public can becomeinvolvedin helping
toprotect Florida snativebromeliads. They
can collect bromeliad seed (or arrange to
have the project volunteers collect seed on
their property), report presence of bromeli-
ad weevilsto helpin monitoring its spread,
educate others about the valuable roles of
our native bromeliads, and avoid unneces-
sary spread of the weevil by minimizing
movement of untreated bromeliads. More
information on biological control progress,
seed coll ection procedures, and waysto get
involved are available at http://
savebromeliads.ifas.ufl.edu.

Barbra Larsonisa Postdoctoral Associate
in the laboratory of Dr. Howard Frank,
Entomology and Nematology Department
at the University of Florida. Dr. Frank,
whoser esear ch programsfocuson biol ogi-
cal control of insect pests, hasbeen collab-
oratingwiththeFloridaCouncil of Bromeliad
Soci etiessincetheMexican bromeliad weevil
wasfirstdiscoveredin Florida.
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| Asove: Adult Metamasius callizona, the
&l Mexican bromeliad weevil.

#l Lert: The giant airplant, Tillandsia
utriculata, is the species most devas-
tated by the Mexican bromeliad weevil.

The River

The hazy water churns before me,
| feel it lapping against my soul,
Beckoning mein seductive tones,
Tannic acid from the leaves of amillion
trees,

Have left their mark on you, the river,
So dark and rich your heart, your soul,
Plentiful are the secrets,
Intertwined throughout you,
Y ou enthrall me,

| am overwhelmed with awe,
Y ou whisper to me,

beg me to cometo you,
| come,

possessed by your beauty,
Unableto stop the sensation of you,
With your secrets and love,
So full you arel

Deep and teeming with life,

| cannot begin to comprehend you,

Y our water, life, love, soul, and heart,
| am your servant,

Serving your every wish,

For | am obsessed with you,
TheRiver.

by Rachel Renne, Ninth Grade Student
Charlotte High School

Lyle Danielson Land and Sea Connection
Prize Winner of Charlotte County’ sArts&
Humanities Council’ s 2000-2001 River of
Words Contest

TheCharlotteHarbor National Estuary Pro-
gramis proud to be one of the many local
sponsor s of the River of Words Poetry and
Art Contest. For moreinformation, contact
the Charlotte County Artsand Humanities
Council at 941/613-0053.




Boundaries being Established for Area’s Five National Wildlife Refuges

by Susan Trokey, “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge

T he U.s. Fish and Wildiife Service has
begunaplanningefforttoprotect additional
fish and wildlife habitatsin Lee and Char-
lotte counties on lands and waters near or
adjacent to five existing national wildlife
refuges — the JN. “Ding” Darling, Pine
Island, Matlacha Pass, Island Bay (Cape
Haze area) and Caloosahatchee National
Wildlife Refuges. Theserefugesare admin-
istered collectively asthe J.N. “Ding” Dar-
ling National Wildlife Refuge Complex.

A series of public informational meetings
were held in May in order to solicit ideas,
suggestions and recommendations into an
environmental assessment and land protec-
tion plan. The purpose of the plan isthree-
fold: establish clearly delineated refuge
boundaries to enable Fish & Wildlife to
protect fish, wildlifeand their habitats, pro-
tecttheenvironmental and aestheticquality
of these habitats for the continuous enjoy-
ment of present and future generations of
Americans, and provide greater opportuni-
tiesfor compatibleoutdoor recreational and
environmental educational activities.

On August 7 the Refuge Complex hosted a
workshop where representatives of state
agencies, boating organizations, and private
citizens shared their ideasand concerns. To
everyone’ s delight the group unanimously
agreed to a scenario that should work to
benefit both the people and wildlife of the
area. Some adjustments were made to the
land portionof themapsdistributedinMay,
but moreimportantly, it wasdecidedthat the
vast majority of water areas would be ex-
cluded from the proposal.

Onceestablished, all landsand waterswith-
inthe boundarieswill not be acquired. The
Servicewill enter into cooperative manage-
ment agreements with those who already
own conservation land within the bound-
aries, includingstate, county andlocal agen-
cies and nonprofit organizations, and will
purchaseprivatelandsonly fromthosewill-
ing to sell their property.

A great deal of controversy surrounded the
proposal mainly because many thousandsof
acres of water were included within the
Service's original study area. Much of the
concern was due to the fact that the expan-

Public workshopswill be held again
in November to review the protec-
tion scenarios that were devel oped

as aresult of the first round of public
workshops. For meeting informa-

tion, call 800/419-9582.

sionmeetingsclosely followed other public
meetings dealing with numerous efforts to
createmanateerefuges, sanctuariesand speed
ones. Theexpansion of therefugeswas seen
by many asanother way of preventing boat-
ers from enjoying the local waterways.

Originally the Serviceincluded waterswith-
in the study area but the purpose was never
to prevent the use of the waters but to avoid
amapping nightmareandto gaintheability
to protect certain buffer zones surrounding
known nesting sitesof colonial nestingbirds
such aslong-legged wading birds and peli-
cans. Refuge wildlife surveys have docu-
mented a greater than 50 percent declinein
nesting efforts during the past 10 years.

Maps have been redrawn and forwarded to
theRegional Realty staff forinput. Thedraft
environmental assessmentiscurrently being
written, and the Service anticipates releas-
ing thedocument to the publicin late Octo-

Estuaries
by Marilyn L. Thompson

Estuari es are places of remarkabl e beauty.
They areborn when the fresh water fromthe
river, discovering their route and creating
their wonders flowing back toward the sea,
meets and mixes with the tides of briny
seawater. Together with the lands that sur-
round them they create an original ecosys-
tem that bears the modest name of estuary.

A very simple definition of an estuary is
wherethefresh water of riversmeetsthe salt
water of the sea forming brackish waters.
Estuaries are much more complex and frag-
ile than this simple definition. They are of
utmost importance astransitional areasthat
provide our crucial coastal ecosystems.

Estuaries provide habitat for and support a
wonderful abundance and diversity of wild

ber. A second round of public meetingsis
planned for November and an additional
comment period of 60 dayswill begranted.
The plan will include three or four protec-
tion scenarios, including the“ Preferred Al-
ternative” which will reflect the decisions
agreed upon at the workshop. To receive
notices of future meetings, call 800/419-
9582.

Staff members of the J. N. “Ding” Darling
National Wildlife Refuge wish to publicly
thank the following members of the work-
shop committeefor their hard work, encour-
agement and dedi cationtothiseffort: Robert
Repenning, DEP; Nancy Douglas, FFWCC;
Phil Buchanan, Calusa Land Trust; Ken
Stead and Pat Riley, South FloridaMarine
Industries, VanceHurd, Standing Watch, as
well as John Cassani and Ellen Garten.

life and plants, they are nurseries and pro-
tection for many specieswhich makesthem
animportant supplier toour seasand oceans,
they produce an abundance of organic mat-
ter, their wetlands act as a water filtration
system, they are a natural buffer between
theland and the sea, they provide anatural
environment for researchinbiology, geolo-
gy and chemistry and they provide aesthet-
ic, recreational and economic value.

This article is excerpted from aterm paper
Ms. Thompson prepared for an oceanogra-
phy class held at Florida Southern College
that was taught by Dr. Jay Leverone from
Mote Marine Laboratory. Copies of the pa-
per are available from the Program Office
(941/995-1777).
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Mark your calendar snow!
29-30 September 2001: National Estuaries Day

Celebrate the importance of estuaries! Thanksto our host organizations, thisyear
14 events will be held in the Charlotte Harbor watershed — so many the events will
be offered over the weekend. See brochureincluded with thisissue for details.

20 October 2001: “Ding” Darling Day

October 20is“Ding” Darling Day, the official dedication of the new exhibitsin the
Center for Education. ThethreeHautman brothers— Jim, Joeand Bob— all of whom
have won the Federal Duck Stamp competition more than once will be signing,
exhibitingand sellingtheir work. Bob, the2001-2002 Duck Stampartist, will alsogive
ashort presentation and beavail ableto sign Duck Stamps. David Allen Sibley, author
of the National Audubon Society’s The Sibley Guide to Birds will be on hand to
autograph hisbook. In addition, the Peabody Ducksfrom Orlandowill begracingthe
boardwalk and assorted VIPswill be on hand for this landmark achievement of the
recent federal Volunteer Community & Partnership Enhancement Act. Call 941/472-
1100 for details. For more on the J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge see
last winter’ sissue of Harbor Happenings on the program web site.

7-9 February 2002: Charlotte Harbor Watershed Summit

Itistimetoreview the progress made under the guidance of the CCM P and to discuss
the current and emerging issues affecting our watershed and Charlotte Harbor. The
three-day summit (rescheduled from October 18-20, 2001) will be held at the Best
Western in Punta Gorda.

Presentations during the technical symposium on Thursday and Friday will be
grouped into four areas: hydrology, fish and wildlife, restoration, and water quality.
Thepublic conference presentationson Saturday will cover land use, fishandwildlife,
and water quality. Others activitiesinclude native plant/gardening demonstrations,
water conservation, boat rides, poster signings and much more.

Abstractswill beaccepted until October 5. Sponsorsarebeing sought. Pleasevisit the
program web site for more information.

2 March 2002: Charlotte Harbor Nature Festival

A wonderful time was had by all at the first festival on March 29. Planning is
underway for next year. If you'd like to volunteer or to provide an exhibit, call
941/255-3318.

Harbor Happenings

Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program

4980 Bayline Drive, 4th Floor
North Fort Myers FL 33917-3909

—Calendar of NEP Meetings—

For amore completelist of events, call 941/
995-1777 or visit the Charlotte Harbor NEP
web site at www.charlotteharbornep.com.

September2001

1 ° Request for Mini-Grant Applications
and Research & Restoration Partners
Proposals Released — see page 3

18 Charlotte Harbor NEP Citizens Advisory
Committee, 10:00 to noon, Fort Myers

26 Charlotte Harbor NEP Technical
Advisory Committee, phosphate tour

29 National Estuaries Day, see brochure for
details

October 2001

5 Deadlineto submit abstractsto be
considered for presentation at the
Charlotte Harbor Water shed Summit to
be held February 7-9, 2002

16 Charlotte Harbor NEP Citizens Advisory
Committee, 10:00to noon, Wauchula

26 Deadlineto submit Mini-Grant Applica-
tionsand Research & Restoration
Partners Proposals

November 2001

9  Charlotte Harbor NEP Management
Committee, 9:30, Port Charlotte

12 Veterans Day: The office will be closed.

15 Deadlinefor Harbor Happenings
newsl etter Winter 2001-2002 issue.

20 Charlotte Harbor NEP Citizens Advisory
Committee, 10:00 to noon, Port Char-
lotte

22-23 Thanksgiving. The officewill be
closed.

30 Charlotte Harbor NEP Policy Commit-
tee, 9:30, Port Charlotte

December 2001

18 Charlotte Harbor NEP Citizens Advisory
Committee, 10:00 to noon, Arcadia

24-25 Christmas. The office will be
closed.
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