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DepicatioN—The 2005 Charlotte Harbor Watershed Summit and this special
issue are dedicated to three members of the Charlotte Harbor science community
who are no longer with us and are sorely missed:

e James R.E. Smith, whom for years almost single-handedly kept Charlotte
Harbor’s science committees in coffee and donuts, the staff of the NEP office
well read, the public well-informed—and who would certainly have preferred
to remain anonymous

e Amy Remley, Environmental Scientist, who dedicated her career to the
protection, restoration, and management of our marine, estuarine, and
freshwater ecosystems and whose goal it was to leave this world a little bit
better than it was before she got here. She succeeded.

e Richard Novak, friend to resource managers, boaters and fisher-folk alike, and
without whose energy and drive, the Boca Grande Pass Clean-up and Charlotte
Harbor Boater’s Guide, would not have come to fruition.

The region greatly appreciates these three individuals® dedication to protecting the
resources of Charlotte Harbor and informing its residents. Their actions will have
lasting impacts on the harbor and its residents for many years to come.

AckNOWLEDGMENTS—The Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program and the guest editors of this
special issue greatly appreciate the diligent efforts of the contributors to this publication. It is through their
hard work and dedication that this special issue is possible.

This special issue is based largely on the authors’ contributions presented at the 2005 Charlotte
Harbor Watershed Summit at Edison College in Punta Gorda. Sponsorship for the workshop was essential
for the success of the workshop and in bringing researchers and citizens together for this triennial
conference. Accordingly, we thank Edison College; Sarasota, Manatee and DeSoto Counties; Bonita Bay
Group; Friends of Myakka River, Inc.; Peace River/Manasota Regional Water Supply Authority;
Southwest Florida Water Management District; Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council; Jelks Family
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Foundation; Janicki Environmental, Inc.; EarthBalance; The Myakka Conservancy, Inc.; Barrier Island
Park Society; Sierra Club Calusa Group; and Mosaic.

Technical reviews were conducted by multiple scientists on each contributed manuscript. We thank
the following individuals for generously donating their time and expertise to this endeavor: Brad Robbins
(Mote Marine Laboratory), Charles Kovach (Florida Department of Environmental Protection), Chris
Anastasiou (Southwest Florida Water Management District), Don De Angelis (U.S. Geological Survey),
Emesto De La Vega (Lee County Hyacinth Control), Frank Sargent (Southwest Florida Water Man-
agement District), Gerold Morrison (Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County),
Jason Hale (Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center), Michael Shirley (Rookery Bay National Estuarine
Research Reserve), Ron Miller (U.S. Geological Survey), Stephen Bortone (Sanibel-Captiva Conservation
Foundation Marine Laboratory), Theresa Bert (Florida Wildlife Research Institute), Gordon Hu (South
Florida Water Management District), Donald Balz (Louisiana State Univeristy), Michael D. Murphy
(Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission), Chad Bebee (Florida Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection), Chung Chen Wu (National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration),
Charles Paxton (National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration), Karen Bickford, Davis
Daiker (Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services), Tiziana Schiliro’ (University of
Torino, Italy), Kyu-Hyuck Chung (Sungkyunkwan University, Korea), Lori J. Morris (St. Johns Water
Management District), David A. Tomasko (Southwest Florida Water Management District), David W.
Ceilley (Conservancy of Southwest Florida), Katie Fuhr (City of Naples, FL), Roy R. “Robin” Lewis III
(Lewis Environmental Services, Inc.), Aaron Adams (Mote Marine Laboratory), Susan K. Jacobson
(University of Florida), Linda Cronin Jones (University of Florida), Linda Weir (North American Am-
phibian Monitoring Program, USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center), Catherine A. Corbett (Charlotte
Harbor National Estuary Program), Ernest D. Estevez (Mote Marine Laboratory), and Peter H. Doering
(South Florida Water Management District).

We greatly appreciate the assistance of Richard L. Turner, Business Manager of the Florida
Academy of Sciences, John H. Trefry, Academy President, and the Academy Council. A special thanks
goes to the Editors of the Florida Scientist, Dean F. Martin and Barbara B. Martin, who always offered
support and encouragement and without whom this special issue would not have come about. It was
a pleasure working with them on this effort.

The Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program is a partnership of citizens, elected officials,
resource managers and commercial and recreational resource users working to improve the water quality
and ecological integrity of the greater Charlotte Harbor watershed. A cooperative decision-making process
is used within the program to address diverse resource management concerns in the 4,400 square mile
study area. Many of these partners also financially support the Program, which, in turn, affords the
Program opportunities to fund projects such as this publication. The entities that have financially
supported the program include the following: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; Southwest and
South Florida Water Management Districts; Florida Department of Environmental Protection; Florida
Coastal Zone Management Program; Peace River/Manasota Regional Water Supply Authority; Polk,
Sarasota, Manatee, Lee, Charlotte, DeSoto and Hardee Counties; Cities of Sanibel, Cape Coral, Fort
Myers, Punta Gorda, North Port, Venice and Fort Myers Beach; and the Southwest Florida Regional
Planning Council.



