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CHAPTER 62-302
SURFACE WATER QUALITY STANDARDS

62-302.400 Classification of Surface Waters, Usage, Reclassification,
Classified Waters.

(1) All surface waters of the State have been have been classified according
to designated uses as follows:

CLASS | - Potable Water Supplies
CLASS II ~ Shellfish Propagation or Harvestir
CLASS 1l - Fish Consumption; Recreati
Maintenance of a Healthy,f;
and Wildlife

CLASS llI-Limited

CLASS IV

: CLASS Vv

(2)
deS|gnated use or uses does not prec|
(3) The specxﬂc water quallt’

 most stringent water quality
[ surface waters share water

302. 800 F.A.C. Class lll-Limited waters are restricted to:
sial waterbodles that were created by excavation; or
odies that were dredged prior to November 28, 1979.
able to'a classification are designed to maintain the

of the classification. In addition, applicable criteria are generally adequate to maintain
minimum condit uired for the designated uses of less stringently regulated
classifications. Therefore, unless clearly inconsistent with the criteria applicable, the
designated uses of |ess stringently regulated classifications shall be deemed to be
included within the designated uses of more stringently regulated classifications.

(7) (8) Any person regulated by the Department or having a substantial interest in
a surface waterbody this-Chapter may seek reclassification of the subject waters of the
State by filing a petition with the Department in accordance with Rule 28-103.006,
F.A.C. Secretary-in-the formrequired-by-Section120-67FS-

(8) (7 A petition for reclassification shall reference and be accompanied by the
information necessary to support the affirmative findings required in this sSection to
support the proposed reclassification.
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(9) 8} All reclassifications of waters of the State shall be adopted, after public
notice (including notification to affected local governments) and public hearing, only
upon an affirmative findings by the Environmental Regulation Commission that:

(a)  The proposed reclassification will establish the present and future most
beneficial use of the waters; and

(b)  Such a reclassification is clearly in the public interest after considering
public input, including special consideration of input submitted by elected city or county
governing bodies who represent the public interest where the waters and affected
upstream and downstream waters, are located:;

(c) . The den"onatrations required under subsections (10}
as appiicabie and

(d) _ The requirements contained in Rule 62- -302:400, F.A
DEP document titled, “Technical Support Document: Regylrements for Reclassifying the
Designated Uses of Florida Surface Waters and Cornd]qctmq Use Attainability Analyses”

stringent criteria than presently established by
upon additional affirmative finding by the Enviro
the proposed designated use is attainable, upon consi
technological, social, economic, and‘institutional facto
shall address qpstream and downstre
(1 1)

(a)
associated with.the des
future most beneﬁo‘" i ,

comun ion.v _Ccost-effective and reasonable best management
requ1rements for nonpoint. source poiiutlon control; and :

(c) _One or more. of the following situations occur:

1. Naturailv occurrmq pollutant concentrations prevent the attainment of the

2. Naturai‘, ephemeral, intermittent or low flow conditions or water levels
prevent the attainment of the use, unless these conditions may be compensated for by
the discharge of sufficient volume of effluent discharges wnthout violating State water
conservation requirements to enable uses to be met:

3. Human caused conditions or sources of pollution prevent the attainment of
the use and cannot be remedied or wouid cause more environmental damage to correct
than to leave in place;

4. Dams, diversions, or other types of hydrologic modifications preclude the
attainment of the use, and it is not feasible to restore the waterbody to its original
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condition or to operate such modification in a way that would result in the attainment of
the use; ‘ .
5. Physical conditions related to the natural features of the waterbody, such
as the lack of a proper substrate, cover, flow, depth, pool, riffles, and the like, unrelated
to water quality, preclude attainment of aguatic life protection uses; or

6. Controls more stringent than those required by sections 301(b) and 306 of
the Federal Clean Water Act would result in substantial and widespread economic and
social impact. -

(12) The petition for a Class lll-Limited classification shall include appropriate
Site Specific Alternative Criteria proposals that are protective of the ‘most beneficial use
as determined by the demonstration in subsection (9) abo te Specific Alternative
Criteria established to support the Class lll-Limited designe se are restricted to’
numeric criteria for any or all of the following parameters: nutrie cluding nutrient
response variables), bacteria, dissolved oxygen, alkalinity;:
transparency, turbidity, or pH. Site Specific AIternatlve tive Criteria for th
shall not be set at levels less stringent than eX|st|nq water quality cond
site specific alternative:criteria for other parameters must fuily protect Class |

(13) _Nothing contained in subsections (8): through (12) above shall be deemed

" to pre-empt or prohibit the requlatorv lmplementatlon adoptlon continuation or

‘ deS|gnated as an Outsfandmg Florrda Water__“,r an Outstandlng National Resource

Qutstanding

Florida Waters and Outstandmg Na onal Resourée Waters are not desrqnated use
waterbody oody may also have speC|aI standards apphed to it.

special
National

v Iisted in Rule 62-302.700, FA.C.
(15) herwise specified, the following shall apply:

(a) landward extent of a classification shall coincide with the landward
extent of waters of the state, as defined in Rule 62-340.600, F.A.C.

(b)  Water quahty classifications shall be interpreted to include associated
water bodies such as tidal creeks, coves, bays and bayous.

(16) (42) Exceptions to Class lll:

(a)  All secondary and tertiary canals wholly within agricultural areas are
classified as Class IV and are not individually listed as exceptions to Class lII.
"Secondary and tertiary canals" shall mean any wholly artificial canal or ditch which is
behind a control structure and which is part of a water control system that is connected
to the works (set forth in Section 373.086, F.S.) of a water management district created
under Section 373.069, F.S., and that is permitted by such water management district
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pursuant to Section 373.103, Section 373.413, or Section 373.416, F.S. Agricultural

- areas shall generally include lands actively used solely for the production of food and

fiber which are zoned for agricultural use where county zoning is in effect. Agricultural
areas exclude lands which are platted and subdivided or in a transition phase to
residential use; _

(b)  The following listed waterbodles water-bodies are classified as Class l,
Class Il, Class lll-Limited, or Class V:

1. through 67. No change.

403.504, 403.704,
088, 403.141,403.161,
herly 28-5.06, 17-3.06,
rly 17-3.081,

_ - -10.

Rulemaking Speeific Authority 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 40;
403.804 FS. Law Implemented 403.021, 403.061, 403.087, 4
403.182, 403.502, 403.504, 403.702, 403.708 FS. Histo
Amended and Renumbered 3-1-79, Amended 1-1-83, 2-1-
Amended 4-25-93, Formerly 17-302.400, Amended.12-26




62-302.530 Table: Surface Water Quality Criteria. :

The following table contains both numeric and narrative surface water quality criteria to be applied except within
zones of mixing. The left-hand column of the Table is a list of constituents for which a surface water criterion exists. The
headings for the water quality classifications are found at the top of the Table. Applicable criteria lie within the Table. The
individual criteria should be read in conjunction with other provisions in water quality standards, including Rule 62-302.500,
F.A.C. The criteria contained in Rule 62-302.500, F.A.C., also apply to all waters unless alternative or more stringent criteria
are specified in Rule 62-302.530, F.A.C. Unless otherwise stated, all criteria express the maximum not to be exceeded at any
time. In some cases, there are separate or additional limits, which apply independently of the maximum not to be exceeded at
any time. For example, annual average (denoted as “annual avg.” in the Table) means the maximum concentration at average
annual flow conditions (see subsection 62-302.200(2), F.A.C.). In applying the water quality standards, the Department shall
take into account the variability occurring in nature and shall recognize the statistical vaiiability inherent in sampling and
testing procedures. The Department’s assessment methodology, set forth in Chapter 62-303, F.A.C., accounts for such
natural and statistical variability when used to assess ambient waters pursuant to sections 305(b) and 303(d) of the Federal
Clean Water Act.

Criteria for Surface Water Quality Classifications

Class Il and Class III-Limited:
Maintenance-ofaHealthy; Well-
‘onof Fish-and
Wildlife (see Note 4)
Class I: "Class I Class IV: Class V:
Potable- Water Shellfish Predominantly | Predominantly | Agrieultural Navigation;
Parameter Units Supply Ptepagaﬂen—ef Fresh Waters | Marine Waters | WaterSupplies | Utility;and ‘
H ing ) Industeial Ui
(1) through (70) No
change.

Notes: (1) "In H" means the natural logarithm of total hardness expressed as milligrams/L of CaCOg. For

“metals criteria involving equations with hardness, the hardness shall be set at 256 mg/L if actual hardness is < 25
mg/L and set at 400 mg/L if actual hardness is > 400 mgiL; (2) This criterion is protective of human health not of
aquatic life. (3) For application of dissolved metals criteria see paragraph 62-302.500(2)(d), F.A.C. (4) Class Hi-
Limited waters have Site Specific Alternative Criteria as established under Rule 62-302.800, F.A.C.




