
 
CHARLOTTE HARBOR NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM 

1926 Victoria Avenue, Fort Myers, Florida  33901 
239/338-2556, Fax 239/338-2560, www.chnep.org 

 
     

June 7, 2007 
 
Susan Conner  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
701 San Marco Blvd.  
Jacksonville FL 32207-8175 
CRWBSRComments@evergladesplan.org  
 
Re: Caloosahatchee River (C-43) West Basin Storage Reservoir 

Draft Project Implementation Report (PIR) and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)  
http://www.evergladesplan.org/pm/projects/docs_04_c43_pir.aspx 

 
 
Dear Ms. Connor:  
 
This most critical concern of the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program (CHNEP) is the 
need to add a water quality component to the C-43 West Basin Storage Reservoir.  I have 
attached the CHNEP’s prior comments, submitted on May 9, 2005, to Mr. Tommy Strowd, 
Accelerated Projects Office Program Director, requesting a water quality component to the C-43 
Reservoir.  In addition, our previous submittal describes the relationship of the CHNEP and our 
Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP) to the Caloosahatchee River (C-
43) West Basin Storage Reservoir Project. 
 
The CHNEP strongly recommends the following for incorporation into the TSP: 
• A water quality component needs to be included in the design of the reservoir.  H.R. 1816, 

the “Restoring the Caloosahatchee River: A Legacy for Florida” Act, was introduced by 
Congressman Connie Mack and the State of Florida Appropriations Bill delivered to 
Governor Crist includes funding a water quality component for the C-43 Reservoir project.  
It’s important that the project design not preclude the necessary water quality treatment 
features.  Addressing hydrology without including water quality improvement is insufficient 
in protecting the estuary and aquatic resources of this nationally recognized system. 

• Commit to adoption of a water reservation.  We request that the Caloosahatchee estuary be a 
legal source user basin for environmental purposes.  This would ensure that the reservoir’s 
purpose continue to be to reduce the number and duration of extreme hydrologic events. 

• Construct the littoral areas proposed at the corners of the seepage canal as part of the project. 
We concur with the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission that littoral areas will 
provide habitat benefits and potential water quality benefits.  

• Shades trees proposed on the outside area of the north rim canal adjacent to parking areas 
should be native to the Caloosahatchee basin. 
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The following components of the Tentatively Selected Plan (TSP) provide environmental 
benefits: 
• Construction of a 170,000 acre-feet reservoir with the expressed purpose of reducing the 

number and duration of extreme hydrologic events at S-79. 
• Reduction in the number and duration of high flow (>4500 cfs) and low flow (<450 cfs) 

events.  Adopting and implementing targets of 0 flows below 450 cfs and above 4500 cfs will 
help to implement the CCMP. 

• An Oyster Restoration Plan for the Tidal Caloosahatchee which anticipates an increase of 
3.02 acres in 2004 to 30 acres in the next 10-15 years.  With the addition of hard, suitable 
substrate the target increases to 100 acres.  Oysters and other filter feeders play an important 
role in water quality improvement. 

• Commitment to use up-coming water quality prediction tools, such as reservoir and estuary 
water quality models, to optimize the reservoir operations with the goal of improving 
downstream water quality.  

• Commitment to 5 years of water quality monitoring associated with design and initial 
operations of the reservoir 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit our comments for the “Caloosahatchee River (C-43) 
West Basin Storage Reservoir Draft Project Implementation Report (PIR) and Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS).”  If you have any questions, please contact me at (239) 338-2556 or at 
lbeever@swfrpc.org.  If the CHNEP can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Lisa B. Beever, PhD Director  
 
Copied to Charlotte Harbor NEP Legislative Delegation: 
Senator Bill Nelson 
Senator Mel Martinez 
Representative Adam Putnam 
Representative Connie Mack 
Representative Tim Mahoney 
Representative Vern Buchanan 
 








