June 7, 1999

Jan Mandrup-Poulsen

Water Quality Assessment Section

Florida Department of Environmental Protection MS 3555
2600 Blair Stone Road

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400

Dear Mr. Mandrup-Poulsen:

As you know, a 4,400 square mile area of Southwest Florida known as the greater
Charlotte Harbor watershed has been designated as an "estuary of national significance."
This area includes the watersheds and basins of Lemon Bay, the Myakka River, the Peace
River, Charlotte Harbor, the tidal Caloosahatchee River, and Estero Bay.

Water quality degradation is a major priority of our program and the objectives in
our Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan specifically will address water
quality concerns. As you may be aware, many of the water quality segments in our
watersheds have been listed on the State's 303(d) list because of water quality problems.
Our committees are concerned that even more water quality problems may occur as
population growth, development, and mining occur in our study area.

We have, therefore, made ambient water quality monitoring a priority as well as
the creation and implementation of total maximum daily loads for the entire study area to
be objectives of our management plan. It is our intent to support and coordinate, as we
are needed, the efforts of Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP), the
water management districts, and other organizations to accomplish these objectives.

In pursuant of these objectives and to keep the water segments of the greater
Charlotte Harbor watershed as the State's highest priority, I am concerned with many of
the FDEP's suggestions to "delist" many of our water segments from the State's 303(d)
list. In my opinion, if the state's data indicate that waters do not meet the standards for
their water classification or if there is insufficient data to accurately characterize the
water segment, the segment should not be delisted. Water segments should only be
delisted if good and substantial data demonstrates that the segment meets all of its
minimum standards and designated uses.

The grid attached provides you with a detailed summary of my concerns about
each segment recommended to be delisted. My comments are organized by river basin
with your watershed identification code and short name provided. Overall, I recommend
that most segments remain on the 303(d) list unless new data indicate that the segment's
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water quality has significantly improved to meet all of its standards. The reasons for
leaving the segment on the list are described below:

Reason Explanation
1. The DEP 1998 305(b) report indicates that the segment violates one or more of

the State's classification standards and is therefore not "fully meeting designated '
uses" even though the data may be limited; or _

2. The DEP 1998 305(b) report indicates that the segment violates one or more of
the State's classification standards and new data supports this finding. The
segment is therefore not "fully meeting designated uses"; or

3. Current data reveals that the Trophic State Index is "poor", and therefore the
segment should be considered impaired; or
4, Current data reveals that, not only is the water quality considered "fair" or

"poor" by the Trophic State Index classification, but the TSI would be computed
as a "poorer" value using more current data.

A narrative summary of our comments and concerns about delisting these segments, to
accompany the grid attached, are detailed in the sections below.

Narrative Summary
PEACE RIVER (USGS Hydrologic Unit 03100101)

Twelve segments of the Peace River hydrologic unit code (HUC) are recommend
for removal from the State's 303(d) list because these water segments are "fully meeting
their designated uses." The Charlotte Harbor NEP recommends that the following
segments remain on the State's 303(d) list.

Lakes

Nine of the ten lakes in the Peace River basin suggested for "delisting” because
they are meeting their designated uses are declining in water quality. The 1998 305(b)
report shows their trophic state indices (TSIs) ranging from 61 to 70. New data from the
Polk County 1998 Annual Lake and Stream Report show that each of these lakes' TSIs
(with the exception of Lake Arianna) have become worse since the 1980-1995 averages.
Many of these new TSIs are in the 70 - 100 range ("poor") (see the attached spreadsheet).
These lakes, therefore, with the exception of Lake Arianna, should not be delisted, as
they are not fully meeting their designated uses and/or are further declining in water
quality. Furthermore, developing a water quality index (WSI) based upon regulatory
parameters may indicate that even the lakes with an average TSI slightly below 70 should
still be classified as "poor" and not meeting their designated uses.

Creeks, Streams, and Rivers

Hawthorne Creek (23), Myrtle Sough (24), Bear Branch (35), Peace R AB Qak
Crk (41), and Alligator Branch (44) are tributaries that feed the Peace River. Even
though there is little new water quality information specific to these segments, there is no
evidence that these segments are fully meeting their designated uses. The 1998 305(b)
report indicates that each of these segments violates at least one water quality standard
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for Class III waters (with the exception of Bear Branch which is not summarized in the
report). Therefore, until better information becomes available these segments should not
be delisted.

The segments in the Horse Creek watershed are particularly important because
major phosphate mines (IMC-Agrico and Farmland Hydro mines) are being proposed in
the area. Horse Creek and its entire watershed have been nominated as "Outstanding
Florida Waters"; this application is currently being evaluated by Florida DEP. Therefore,
all of the segments in the Horse Creek watershed should be carefully evaluated before
any are delisted.

Additional segments are suggested for removal from the 303 (d) list because of a
lack of sufficient data. However, the 1998 305(b) report shows Horse Creek AB Peace R
(31) in violation of the Class III standards for TOC, nitrogen, and phosphorus. One
year's worth of new data from the Peace River Water Quality Monitoring Program (1998
Water Year) shows that the phosphorus levels were higher that the average levels in the
1998 305(b) report, although the TOC and nitrogen levels were lower than average.
Since this segment is not meeting its designated uses, especially for phosphorus levels, it
should not be delisted. Brandy Branch (34) and C Will Outfall at Conv (36) are
suggested for delisting due to lack of new data. Even though there is little new water
quality information specific to these segments, there is no evidence that these segments
are fully meeting their designated uses. The 1998 305(b) report indicates that each of
these segments violates at least one water quality standard for Class III. Therefore, until
better information becomes available these segments should not be delisted.

MYAKKA RIVER SEGMENTS (USGS Hydrologic Unit 03100102)

Two segments of the Myakka River hydrologic unit code (HUC) are recommend
for removal from the State's 303(d) list because of lack of information. Additionally, one
segment is recommend to have fecal coliform bacteria removed as a parameter of
concern. The Charlotte Harbor NEP recommends that the following segments remain on
the State's 303 (d) list. ' '

Although the Charlotte Harbor NEP has funded, along with several other
organizations, a Myakka River water quality monitoring program, the program has just
started and sampling has just begun. Therefore, we have no additional information to
provide to you about the water quality in segments Upper Lake Myakka (47) and Owen
Creek (60). Even though there is little new water quality information specific to these
segments, there is no evidence that these segments are now fully meeting their designated
uses. The 1998 305(b) report indicates that each of these segments violates at-least one
water quality standard for Class III waters; the Owen Creek (60) segment violated five of
the standards. Therefore, until better information becomes available these segments
should not be delisted.
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reliable information for you to remove them. As always, please contact me if you have

any questions at 941/995-1777 or through e-mail at chnep-lutterman@mindspring.com.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Vs T _

¢ g\ s L Lo s
' // “ ~—— .

Tiffany Lutterman

Director

Enclosure

cc: Gerold Morrison, DEP/Ecosystem Management--Tampa
Bruce Boler, DEP/Ecosystem Management--Fort Myers
Joe King, Polk County Natural Resources and Drainage Division
Chip Merriam, South Florida Water Management District--Fort Myers
Mark Hammond, Southwest Florida Water Management District--SWIM




6661 ‘L sung

3510/ 3UWO33q SBY JS.L AU} SMOYS ITP JUILIND 210w NV Pasfedull PoISPISuOD 94 310§2J31) p[noys pue ,i0od,, 01 9500 10 , t00d, S JuawsSos ai Joy xaput aje1s onydon sy Jeys sajeoipul eyep Hodax ()SoE 8661
‘paatedusi pa.apisuod aq 210521043 P[roYs pue 1ood, st justuafas ayy 10y xoput ayeis orydoxn oy} ey sayearpus Bep podas (Q)sog 8661
‘Sutpuyy siy3 suoddns eiep mau NV sosn pajeusisap sit suoddns juswdss 3y 1y S1IIPUI LON S0P eep uoda1 (q)50¢ 8661

sasn pajeudisap sut suoddns Justudas sy jew sjeopur LON S20p viep podas (9)s0¢ 8661

Ajuo eiep Jo JK SuQ AION (R JNEM 8661) weiSoig SuLoyuoy Aufend) 1ojeA 19AR] 3089d

(8661 y8nop g661 woy ejeq) Hoday weaxg % e fenuly 8661 AUNo) Jjod
(8661 y3nos 5661 woy eieq) Hoday WIS % e EULY 8661 AuN0D) F10g
(8661 y8nouy 661 woy eeq) uoday weans 7 e [EnULY 8661 AUNoD Yod
(8661 yBnosp 5661 woy ereq) uoday weang 7 e [ERULY 8661 Aunoy Jog
(8661 yBno1p 5661 woy eeq) Hoday weang 7 e [ERULY 8661 AUNoD Y[og
(8661 yBnoup 661 woy () Hodoy Weans % e [ERULY 8661 ANN0D Jjog
(8661 y3nosp 661 woy eie(y) Loday weans % e [enuly 8661 AuUno) Yjod
(3661 yanosip 5661 woy eeq) Hodey Weang % e [EnuLY 8661 Auno) Yjog
(8661 y8nop 5661 woy weq) Hoday Wweang % oYeT] [ERULY 8661 KUN0D J10d
(8661 yBnop 5661 woyy eeq) Hoday Weang % oyeT [enuuy ge61 AunoD Jjod

J[qe{FRAR JJE BIED AOU AUR J] UMOWUL)
S[qRiIeAR SIe BIEp Mou Aue J1 umowyuf)

|qE[IeAR OIe BJEp MU AUE J| umowfun
S[qRIIBAR OJE BJEP MOU AU JI UMOUNU[)
S[qE|IBAR SJ8 EEp MU AUE §1 uMOD{U[)
9[qRjIRAE SJ8 BIEp MOU AUR J] uMOWDUf)

9[qE[TeA® SJB BIEP M0U AU J] umowjur}
S[qe[IRAE SIE BJEP MOU AUR Ji umowju[)
9]qe[IEAR 9JE BJED MU AUE JI umOwup)

POYSIaTRA JIARY 90B3J UJ INQ UMOD{U[)
PIYSISIR M, 19ATY 90BOJ U 1NG UMOUYU[)
PaysIaleM JOARY 99B3J UL ING UMOIUL)

PRYSINNEAN 43910) SSIOK A1) U JnG UMOWUL)

POYSIaIEA %9917 ISIOH SY) U Inq UMOUNU(}

6v"0=50Ud Y 1=0MN'61=D0L

S[qE(IBAR SIE BIEP MOU AU J1 UMOWNU(}
9|qR[TeAR 2JE BJEP MOU AUR )1 uMOwDUf)
(L1°95 - 66 v wo1y 93e1a4® [enuuy) 1ouag

(b0°1£ - $9'p9 woy oFe1sAs [enuny) 9sI04

(S0°1L - 88,9 WOl 5581348 [ENUUY) ISIOM

(€208 - 26'TL woy o3esaae [enuuy) 3s10M

(98°1L - 65'¥9 wouy afesaar [enuuy) osiop

(L6°1L - 90°99 WO} STLIOAR [BNUUY) ISIOM

(£L°€L - L6'69 wior} 98eIaA® [EnUUY) SIOA,

(0L'PL - 76'TL woy 93eIaA. [enuuy) as1op

(96°£9-9€°09 woij a8essar [enuuy) osiop

(9999 - ¥9°19 woy a5e10AR |ENUUY) 2SI0M

ueuuann- Auejiy, Aq paredalg

¥ 3poD uoseay
£ 9po)) uoseay
Z 9poy) uoseay
1 3po)) uosesy

“WIADU0D JO Sojourered € SB SULIOJI0D [B99] ISIAP OF JHA A9 P3puaLUyuo0aL 258 Wwaned 10p/[[4 SNiq Yim S PIYSISIEM
"EJEP JUSIDYINS JO OB 03 P JH( £q PAISISP 39 01 PIPUILILIOIDL 31T [[1] MOJ[2A/PI[OS iim SCI] PIYSISIRM
 Sost pajeusisep Suyoowt A[iny,, 03 aNp PAISHSP 3q 0} JHQ Aq PasaSEns axe Surpeys ou Y sAf PaysIIEM

H0da (Q)S0E Ul PAPRIAUL J0U--UMOLDJUL)
62E=10%4

1odas (q)s0€ up papn[oul 10N ‘=0
$9z=1934

6£ Z=ORIN'6"T=C0H'9'0=0d
PL=ISL09°7=0nIN

0005 €=I224'v€ 0=d"89 1=N'S'€=0Q’L '0Z=q1m L
05=4o3d
61°0=soud

wodai (q)$0€ ut 10u—-wmowyu)
12°0=504d*1£=D010"¢=0d
£E'Z=S0YJ‘0E T=OBIN‘C I=SSL
'§9'0=50Ud'6'7=0d
09'0=S0Ud 66" [=0IIN
SY'0=SOYd’6L 1=ORIN'€Z=D0L
YT9=1934°79" I=301N
099=1933"LL" 1=OBIN

$9=ISL

9=ISL

So=ISL

0L=1SL

£9=ISL

S9=ISL

S9=ISL

'69=ISL
19=ISL
19=ISL

:53p0)

93euresq Aeg o7 6¢
LSTMHLNOS SHAVIOYTIAT/AVE ONFLST

[eue)) 1243 MOJIOX 11
NISVA FAHILVHVSOOTVO

0LUSL e LIT

uny Y e L8

youesq resg G¢
NISvd 20vad

uoda) (YSOE 8661 243 uf PaYIDIBP Jou mnq IsK] (D)sos uo SIMSag

umouyun) 1
1034 I

oa 1
931 I
oniN/aog/0d 1
ISL/OMN €1

1994/504g/OnIN/OC/AN L. 1
1034 -
soug 1

umotnjun)
so4d/D01/0a
SOY4/OBIN/SSL
soyd/oq
SOY4/OBIN
SOUJ/OBIN/OOL
024/00IN
{34/0IN

ISL

ISL

ISL

ISL

ISL

ISL

ISL

ISL

ISL

ISL

B N N ]

T T T T T T T T

SINFWOHIS AVE O¥dLSd

[BUED) 19A9] MOJ[O A
39310 WOIL,

TeweD) SN SN
asyadooty oxe]
SINFWOFS FIHILVHVSOOTVO

017 uIMQ

AR BYPRAN
eRA 9T Jadd() iy
SINTWOHS VINVAN

youelg reag
\oueag Jojed[y
D JeQ GV o 99esg
AUCD IV [{EJING [ O
youelg Apuelg e
A 9983 gV 921D ISI0H ¢
yanols spAp
32217 dWIoyIMEH
BUURLY 94 911
21s53[ qe] 801
PIeMOH e SOI
AKuuog YT 101
uouue) 3¥eT 00l
Jolup 9%eT 66
Aep e €6
ddys oxeT 16
WENQ IV AT 68
SSIOlg e $8
SINHWOHS JIATE HOVEd

adanog

rale Apnys mo ity 351 (P)£0E SIS oy uo syuawdas Jo Sunsiag

-

SIUBUIINSBIJA] MIN

(ereq S6-0861)
1oday (Q)S0€ 8661

dAa4 01 sjuswmo)

UIDU0)) 30 J2)IUIBIBY ISU] Avvman ue
daay| 0} uoseay

QWEN () PAYSIIEAL

weSolg Arenjsg [euopeN J0qIer] s)ofey)



